
From: governance@ausdbf.com.au 
Subject: Notification of suspension of DBNT 
Date: Fri, 13 May 2016 09:40:57 +1000 
To: tadekrudz@hotmail.com 

 
Dear Tadek, 
  
I am writing to inform you all that AusDBF has today moved to suspend the membership of 
Dragon Boat Northern Territory.  Details of the suspension are outlined below, but I wanted 
to write and let you know that AusDBF is currently determining which of our other Member 
States are happy to accept an application for membership from your club and its members 
during the suspension period if you so choose.  This will allow you to compete at AusDBF 
supported events, subject to the rules of racing for that event.  We will do everything in our 
power to ensure you can continue to paddle during this suspension period.  I understand 
that Arafura has their own insurance and can continue to operate as a club in the meantime 
under your own auspices. 
  
As minuted at our Annual General Meeting in November and subsequent face to face in 
Adelaide during March, AusDBF commenced disciplinary action against DBNT last year, 
issuing a written formal warning on 8 December 2015.  In the formal warning, DBNT were 
required to: 

1.       Provide evidence of their Board’s appointment (as per a previous written request sent on 
16 November 2015). 

2.       Arrange to attend mediation with Arafura Dragon Boat Club, with an invitation to all parties 
of the complaints received by DBNT.  
Both of these actions were to be undertaken by 31 December 2015. This date was 
subsequently extended to 15 January 2016 upon request by DBNT for the mediation 
requirement and 29 February 2016 to provide evidence of the Board’s legitimacy.  Further 
to this, court proceedings took place within the Northern Territory and upon the request of 
DBNT’s appointed lawyer, disciplinary action was suspended until the outcome of the court 
pre-hearing was determined.  These proceedings have now been finalised and DBNT has 
failed to respond directly or through their lawyer to requests for information from AusDBF. 
  
AusDBF remains unsatisfied that DBNT is meeting its requirements and evidence has not 
been provided of the Board’s legitimacy as per the requirement of the formal 
warning.  Furthermore AusDBF considers that DBNT has acted in a manner unbecoming of a 
Member and prejudicial to the Objects and interests of Dragon Boating.  Their continued 
actions within the Northern Territory are bringing the sport into disrepute.  Therefore under 
Section 12.1 of the AusDBF Constitution, AusDBF is suspending the membership rights of 
DBNT.   
  
Notably, Section 11.3 of the AusDBF Constitution allows us to reinstate membership at our 
discretion, on application in accordance with the Constitution and otherwise on such 
conditions as we see fit.   
  
The requirements for any future reinstatement will include: 
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1.       Demonstration that DBNT’s Constitution is both in line with the AusDBF Constitution and 
meets the requirements of state sporting organisations in the Northern Territory 

2.       The inclusion of requirements within that Constitution that require more than one club to 
be represented on DBNT 

3.       A trained Member Protection officer be put in place to manage any future complaints 
4.       A satisfactory strategic and business plan to grow the sport which is in line with the AusDBF 

strategic plan 
  
If you have any questions about this at all, please feel free to call or email me (I sometimes 
can’t answer the phone during work hours, but leave me a message and I will get back to 
you ASAP). 
  
Regards, 
  
Melissa 
 

 


